Successful Soil Quality Conference

On Thursday, August 5, Indiana State Agronomist Barry
Fisher, Ray Archuleta of the East National Technology
Center, David Brandt, a farmer from Ohio, Hans Kok,
coordinator for the Indiana Conservation Cropping Systems
Initiative and Mike Sucik, lowa State Soil Scientist
presented a soil quality conference to about 100 people
from Indiana and Illinois. The focus was on no-till, cover
crops, soil biology and structure, and the efficient use of
enthusiasm was generated among those attending. In
addition to that, Indiana had temperatures as high as 103

Participants measuring how quickly rain
infiltrates the soil profiles

that week so it was a perfect opportunity to showcase healthy no-till corn fields vs.
conventionally tilled fields which were burning up.

The conference was coordinated by Vanderburgh,
Gibson, Posey, and Warrick County Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (SWCD), NRCS, and the Purdue
Cooperative Extension Service and was made possible in
part by a grant from the Indiana Department of
Agriculture’s Division of Soil Conservation and Indiana
State Soil Conservation Board’s Clean Water Indiana
(CWI) program. Thanks also goes to those sponsoring
booth space—Tyler Farrar — Full Circle Solutions, Opti
Crop, Winfield Solutions, and Gypsoil. We also want to
thank the Dairymen, Inc. for prowdlng milk and Hornville Tavern for catering the noon meal

Other counties & speakers all over the state are using our Southwestern Indiana conference as a
template. In addition a sheet was passed with the survey results from the attendees that gave the
conference high marks. Two professional agronomists (who attend meeting all the time in
different counties and states) commented it was the best meeting they had ever attended.

One attendee who farms 18,000 acres in 5 counties located in 3 states was so excited he called
one of the speakers as he was leaving town saying he wanted to put 1,000 acres in cover crops
and requested his help.



