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Minority Landowner 2014

Farmer of the year issue
Phillip and Deanna Outlaw,
Evansville, Indiana

The Outlaw family has owned Ohio River bottomland in Van-
derburgh County, Indiana for many years. The land has been
used for conventional corn and bean crops for many years.
The Outlaws had been thinking for quite a while about devot-
ing the land to reestablish forest, and in 2011 they began their
reforestation efforts. They started with the acreage around
their home and it was reestablished with a CREP bottomland
tree project. Then in 2013 they also planted the remaining
crop acres to a CREP bottomland tree planting. These two
projects together total almost 70 new tree acres. They also
own 22 acres of existing forestland adjacent to the newly
planted acres and together these areas help to establish and
enlarge wildlife habitat and corridors. They knew that the best
way to assist threatened and endangered species in their river
bottom area was to create new habitat. High quality bottom-
land forests help control erosion, and reduce nutrient and pes-
ticide losses. Landowners have many factors to consider when
making land use decisions such as economics, extended fami-
ly, and future impacts. For the Outlaw family they decided the
value

of the land as forest was the best option for them and the
future of their land.

Selected by USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Indiana Mark Cambron and Linda Powell

Gardening 2015

Are you ready to plant your garden and just waiting for the

weather to shape up? Have you taken a soil test? Do you
know what fertilizer to put down for the spring? Do you
know when to prune those shrubs out front? What about all

those insects that covered your tomato plants? The late
winter a great time to start planning for the summer garden

and making preparations for your landscape.

Starting March 10th and continuing the following three Tues-

days in March, the Extension Offices in Pike and Knox Coun-
ties are planning on a Garden Series. They will be held at
the Pike County Fairgrounds from 1-3 p.m. And then again
that evening at the Knox County Extension Office from 6-8
p.m. (EST) in Vincennes, IN.

The programs will discuss how to take a soil sample, how to
read the results and apply the results to your garden. We
will discuss pruning techniques and get outside and sample
prune a variety of the landscape plants around the 4 -H build-
ing. We will also dive into weeds and insects that attack our
garden. After we receive soil sample results a class will cover
fertility options for your yard or garden. We will also cov-
er care and planting of trees in the landscape.

This program is a series, as we will give you the materials to
take a soil test the first week and have your results the third

week, in order to analyze the report. The cost is $40 for
program materials that include 1 soil test for your garden. If
you need multiple soil tests, it will be an additional

$15.00. Please call the Pike County Extension Office at 812
354-6838 to reserve your spot!
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74th Annual Meeting
Refl ects on
Farming era.

The 74th Vanderburgh County SWCD Annual Meeting was
held Tuesday February 24", 2015 at the Vanderburgh 4-H
Center banquet hall facility. The purpose of the meeting is

to recap the year before, award those selected for outstand-

ing conservation and to elect supervisors for the upcoming

year.

This year we lost two of the five supervisors due to expira-

tions of term. We will miss long time SWCD supervisor Dave
Ellison as well as Heath Hamilton. We applaud them both for
their service to the conservation effort in our area and wish

them well in their future endeavors.

The meeting began at six
pm and was emceed by .
Mark Cambron, NRCS Dis

trict Conservationist. ~ An
audience of about 70 partic-
ipated in the election of Ron
Adler to fill in the spot left
vacant by Dave Ellison.]
Also, Linda Freeman from=
the County Surveyors of- &5
fice, was appointed as re-

placement for Heath Hamil- Ron Adl er & L

tonbs position.

After the showing of hands for the election we had the invo-
cation given by supervisor Scott Winiger and settled into a
nice dinner of roast beef and chicken with sides of mashed
potatoes, green beans and pasta salad. The cheesecake and
cookies were a big hit for dessert as well.

The next order of business
was the award ceremonies
carried out by Mark Cam-
bron and Mark Abell. The
Community Conservation
Award was given to Day-
light Farm Supply, Inc. for
their work with local farm-
ers. They have been active
in the cover crop business
for years, and are considered
one of t he
sources for advice on seed type and application. Marty Fin-
ney accepted the award for T L%
Daylight Farm Supply, Inc.. X

Finney

Next was the award for Con-
servation Educators going to
the University of Southern
Indiana for their work on the
Big Read Project. This was|
a collaborative effort be- |
tween USI, WNIN, EVSC,
EVPL, SWCD and severaHe | en Az ari an

areaods

retirement homes which brought together students and el-
derly to pass on firsthand knowledge of the dust bowl era.

1 9Tl:g mjealval garnered State attention with a District
Sh8wcese earlier this year. Accepting the award was

Anne Statham of US| and Helen Azarian of EVPL.

The next award was the
River Friendly Farmer which
went to local producer Fred
Bumb. He is the proud
recipient of a permanent
metal sign to be attached
to one of his structures.

After that was the presen- |
tation of the Conservation =
Farmer of the Year award
which went to Henry and
Glen Schlensker. The two
"1 brothers have been doing
§ conservation here in the
county for many decades,
being one of the first to
believe in no-till operations
while serving as an exam-
ple to others. This award
was presented by Brandon
Jackson of Farm Credit Mid
-America.
Henry & Glen Schlensker
Judge Les Shively took the
microphone next to swear in the two new supervisors. The

n d @athfoff Offi W& Bdministered to both Linda and Ron offi-

cially installing them as new SWCD Supervisors.

The guest speaker of the
night, Dr. Robert Reid,
former Provost and pro-
fessor of history emeritus
at USI, settled into his
slide show presentation
of AiDown on

I ndi anao.
pictures of the depres-
sion era and gave infor-
mation and insights into
each one bringing a tex-
ture and understanding
of the difficulties of farm
l'ife during the 193Dés.

Down on the Farm in the
19305

The giving away of the
door prizes brought the
meeting to an official end
and everyone bundled
back up and went home
around 8 30 p.m. We
would like to say Thank
you to the following Spon-
sors: Hornville Tavern,
Carsonos
Haus, SpudzN-Stuff, Tu-
roni 6s,
Tractor Supply Company, Superior Ag Resources Cep,

& A rCambs lagdscape, RapuiBank and Daylight Farm Supply.

Robert

Western

Fred Bumb

R

Brewery
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State HIStOI’IC S|te Opens 233?:1I\ésg:i\?mseta:ﬁﬁistoric Site is located at 8215 Pollack
AAmazing Mai ze: u “ “
The Science, History and

Angel Mouna’s State Historic Site is located in southern Ind-

Culture of

: Mike Linderman, 812.853.3956, mlin-
derman@indianamuseum.org

Contact

EVANSVILLE, Indi Angel Mounds State Historic Site recently
opened Amazing Maize: The Science, History and Culture of
Corn, a new traveling exhibition produced by the Indiana
State Museum. The exhibition will remain on view through

May 3, 2015

iMore than a thousand years
Mounds utilized corn more than most of the other groups that
were in this area. It only seems fitting that we would mount
an educational exhibit focusing on the domestication and
evolution of corn, o0 said Sit

Guests will travel back more than 10,000 years to learn about
the evolution of corn from the time of the ancient Mesoameri-
cans-when the teosinte plant was first domesticated and
shaped for specific traits.

Visitors will be amazed at the scientific, economic and cultural
significance and impact corn has on everyday life, both past
and present. The exhibition points out that it takes 25 corn
plants per person every day in America to sustain our way of
life.

The 3,000-square-foot exhibit includes an interactive mano
and metate for grinding corn, an interactive station on genet-
ic modifications of corn over time and a large display of prod-

n E
Cor n g X

ago, t

kj of Iy /n' lang State Museum and His-
oric Sit thriving ancient metropolis
for M/SS/SS/pp/an /nd/ans more than 500 years ago. Today, it
/s an important site for excavation and research on one of
Indiana’s native cultures. For more information, call
812.853.3956 or visit indianamuseum.org/angel_mounds.

e Pro JDrIQrI\ %ng‘gta)rre tgrl §@'Ie!a” I man.

The Vanderburgh County SWCD is selling the new 2014 Plat
Book. The books cost $20/book and can be picked up at
the office during normal business hours M-F from 8:00-4:30
p.m. Please call ahead before making the trip to the Office
as we are sometimes absent from the office due to the na-
ture of our work. You may reach us at 812 -423-4426 ext.3.
These books are nonrefundable and all sales final.

T-Shirts are for sale!l!

The Vanderburgh County SWCD

ucts with corn as an ingredient aI S{Tfoﬁ @e%ﬁLFq‘dEhe@grp (ﬁfgerpné
co ors availablel eat er Grey and Green. The shirts cost
Programs $10 and checks or cash are accepted only. Please call the

The Angel Mounds State Historic Site will be kicking off plant-
ing season with Annual Farm Dayson March 14 from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and on March 15 from 1 to 5 p.m. This program
highlights farming techniques from the past, including har-
vesting of corn. Guests can enjoy crafts, demonstrations and
farm fare. Tickets are $5 per person.

CREDIT

The exhibition is presented by The Indiana Corn Council with
national support from Dow AgroSciences LLC. and the Ford
Motor Company.

HOURS AND LOCATION

Amazing Maizeis included with general admission and open
during site hours. Angel Mounds State Historic Site admission
is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $2 for children. Angel
Mounds is open Tuesday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and on Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m.

office before stopping by to make sure we are in the office
that day, as our work often requires us to be absent from
the office. Please call the SWCD at 812423-4426 ext.3
before making a trip out.
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Grazing Bites

February 2015
Victor Shelfon, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist

We live in a fast paced world. | remember quite well having
to read published research
books to learn about the latest innovations. There was no
internet, email, smart phones, or electronic information
sources except local television and radio. My mother often
spoke about time going faster as she got older. | think the
addition of electronics has accelerated it even faster while at
the same time making the world smaller and somehow warp-
ing the measure of time itself. Those statements are sound-
ing a bit deep for an
wi || hel p promote pondering
we making an i mpact??0

It seems not so long ago, during post -harvest to early spring,
there was time where things slowed down a bit, and there
was time for some deep cleaning of files and drawers, enjoy-
ing a little down time, actually enjoying time reading, and

planning for the upcoming season. | now find myself scram-
bling and searching for that time with it quite often being

accomplished at the cost of some sleep.

| would encourage you to stop and think for a moment about

changes that have been made to your operation. What has
improved from decade to decade? Have the livestock you
raised changed in a positive way? Are the forages of higher
quality and production? Are they more efficient than what

was on the farm 20, 30 or 50 years ago? Is the operation

more efficient?

Especially pre WWII, most grazing types of livestock were
forage based, and only supplemented as needed. Pre and
post the Depression, beef
family wouldnoét even
animals, even to the disappointment of my grandmother who
tired of pork and chicken. Little or no beef was consumed
until the | ate 4006s when
er in town. Today, we could have a steak on a whim by go-
ing to the basement freezer or the refrigerator. Have our
living standards changed?

| believe that with the advances in synthetic fertilizers and

herbicides post WWII along with improved technology and

equipment, we suddenly found we could raise a lot of cheap
corn. Scholars promoted grain fed operations because you
could raise and maintain more animals than what could be
maintained on primarily forages, and we shifted from grazing

to carrying the feed to the cows. We transformed the cows

from forage consumers to corn burners. As operating costs
increased, including high commodity prices, producers got a
lot more interested in getting ruminant animals back out on

grass. Can we carry as many animals as we did when we
were carrying quite a bit to them? No, not likely, especially

when the amount of land we have committed to forages has

also probably declined during the same timeframe.

Of course, with good fertility, good management, adequate
cover and rest, provided by rotating the animals in such a
way that we can capture as much solar energy as possible.

article

wa s

consider eating

This enables maximum growth and yield potential creating
more carrying capacity or better yet, potential grazing days
than a low fertility, unmanaged system. Theses practices
should also accomplish better nutritional forage to grow milk
and meat.

So, have we changed with
how efficient is our operation? After the big commodity bub-

i p ap el¥eswe gre nay gLaing isameg magging! ereplangd gat usgdriey

be pasture or hay land going back to forage. Higher cattle
prices have made beef somewhat of a luxury again and it
may stay that way until cattle numbers rebound.

Perhaps it is time for us to consider converting marginal
cropland acreage back to forage for grazing or hay and
matching the livestock numbers more to the land available.
;I,'hera hag Qe?”rfidjoéoé land tha{ %hEt%d foLLPr af soxbgap y
arodyctom g the lasg fiMeeyea§ that gveuld haye beeq jsttes
off left in grass. The justification for removing trees and
fencerows was stronger with higher commodity prices. |
know some wish they had not been quite so aggressive. We
lost a lot of valuable cows in the process, plus we degraded
and opened some land up to soil erosion and lost a lot of
biodiversity.

There is a lot of talk and discussion about grass-fed animals
today. |l dm not even going t
al benefits. More research is actually needed to substantiate
some of the promoted benefits. Some are not quite as dis-
tinct as we would think, especially if in the same grade, but
there is still some. What does stand out clearly as a differ-
ence is grassbased operations are more environmentally
friendly, economically sound and much more sustainable.

What does it boil down to? Grazing type livestock have four
feet which are four feet drive, a built -in harvester and a ferti-
lizer spreader all working simultaneously. They are more
efficient in harvesting their own meal than anything we can
hagvgstiandcarry tothgm. f a ct |, my mot her 6

one of the prized beef
What do we need to change in our operation right now to

make life a little easier and perhaps allow us a little time to

increasing our profitability?
United States

y—.~S/I—)-—Department
_of Agriculture

SoiL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Keep on grazing!
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. Cover crops provide numerous benefits in addition to yield
Cover Cro pS prOVIde increases. They help improve soil health by reducing erosion,
H H . increasing soil organic matter content, improving air and wa-
mUlt'ple benef|t51 hlgher ter movement through soil, reducing soil compaction, captur-
. ing and recycling nutrients in the soil profile and managing
yle|dS soil moisture to promote biological nitrogen fixation.
By Ciji Taylor, Natural Resources Conservation Service This is significant as farmers reported the three benefits they
desired most from cover crops were increased soil organic
Corn and soybean farmers across the nation saw an increase matter, reducing erosion and reducing compaction.
in yields last year thanks in part to soil health -building cover
crops. AfCover crops mimic what Mot her
man began farming. She always kept herself covered and
More than 1,900 farmers responded last winter to a survey always had some kind of live roots year round. The closer we
about cover crops conducted by ¢t MSRAOSt NiogthhLemetw@er our s
Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education pro- said one survey respondent.

gram and the Conservation Technology Information Center.
Farmers who had four or more years of experience with cov-

Farmers who planted comn in a field following a cover crop er crops saw a higher increase in bushels per acre than those
had a 3.1 percent increase in yield compared to side-by-side with zero to three years of experience, most likely due to an
fields with no cover crops. Likewise, soybean yields increased increase in organic matter.

4.3 percent following cover crops, according to the survey.

ondent commen

With assistance from the USDAOS SNt pPatice B & (B0l fefirPsdsterts GlsSofbfern has
vation Service, or NRCS, farmers and ranchers are using cov- enormous benefits while the individual practices making up
er crops to protect soil i their most valuable asset. Over the the system are hard to quantify

past six years, NRCS has helped landowners plant close to six
million acres of cover crops by providing both financial and

; . Farmers interested in learning more about soil health-building
technical assistance.

cover crops and soil health management systems should visit
www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted or a local USDA service cen-

Practices, like cover crops, help increase organic matter in ter

the soil. In fact, each one percent of organic matter in the
top six inches of soil can hold about 27,000 gallons of water

per acre. I ncreasing organic matter 4 ncyeas t h s,pi | 6s water
holding capacity making land more resilient to extreme Th'nk|ng ijUtSIae the

weather.
Flower Pot Program
ABy using practices |ike cover crops that enhance soil healt h,
there will be more soil organic matter development and high- The Warrick County Purdue Master Gardeners invite you to
er production potential. That results in a higher return on join us at our Annual Thinking Outside the Flower Pot Pro-
investment and true economic gr ganoh March 38hi 2015 B ade fwbat néw thify$you can
NRCS Indiana soil health specialist. add to your garden/landscape.
nghllghtsofthe2013 2014 survey include: This year the program will afeatu
Cover crop acreage among survey respondents in- I nteractive demo on & élowatmdrawal s ¢
creased by 30 percent per year. and Use them! : Leanathoutfb8ekeepng and
Winter cereals 7 including winter wheat, cereal rye how they are important to horticulture.
and triticale 7 were the most popular cover crops,
planted by 73 percent of respondents. The program will be held at the Warrick County Fairgrounds
Legumes, which could include clover, winter pea, located at 133 West Degonia Road in Boonville, IN. The pro-
vetch and others, were planted by 55 percent of gram will start at 7:30 am (CST) for registration, donuts and
respondents coffee. Presentations will begin at 8am and end at noon.

Admission is $10/person payable at the door.
63 percent of the cover crop users said they had

never received financial assistance or payments to For more information on the program and to pre -register,
grow cover crops. please contact the Warrick County Extension Office at 812-
Yield benefits rose as farmers reported more years 897-6100 or email Extension Educator Amanda Mosiman at
of experience with cover crops. baileyl@purdue.edu.

The top perceived challenges for cover crops were
noted as the time required to plant and manage
cover crops, terminating cover crops, and selecting
the right cover crop varieties.


mailto:bailey1@purdue.edu
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: green-growing cover is collecting solar energy, putting
5 quesnons non - Operator down roots and providing habitat when the soil would
otherwise be |ifeless and bar:
Iandowners need to aSk habitat provides food and shelter for a broad population
H H of wildlife above ground and beneficial organisms below
thelr farmers abOUt SOII ground. As the new life emerges, cover crops hold
health onto the nutrients left from the previous crop and in
turn releases them to the next crop. The solar rays
By Elisa Oo6Halloran these plants collect are powering photosynthesis, taking
in CO2 from the atmosphere to produce food for the
More farmers, ranchers and others who rely on the land are plant and the organisms living in the root zone. This
taking action to improve the health of their soil. Many farm- same process also releases clean oxygen to the air and
ers are actually building the soil. How? By using soil health builds nutrient rich organic matter in the soil.
management systems that include cover crops, diverse rota-
tions and no-till. 5.  What can we do together to improve soil health
on my land?

And when theyodre building the soi lToimprevs oif healthdlantdowgers and ereritsthave ©
elsei theyore also building the | and anhhkinnermesadiihe forigeterm. Aceokdddid Fisher, the

over the long-term. duration of the lease agreement is perhaps the most
critical matter in encouraging the adoption of these soil
But how do non-operator landowners (people who rent their health management systems. i F
land to farmers) know if their tenants are doing everything build the production capacity and resiliency of their
they need to do to make and keep their soil healthy? Barry l andownerdés soil, but it may |
Fisher, an Indiana farmer and nationally recognized soil the full benefits of doing so,
health specialist with the USDAOGsS tNalanddwaers coRsider multiple-gedr ledsesnhatero--
vation Service, recommends that they ask their farming part- vide tenure security for the tenant. Longer tenures give
ner these five questions. both landowners and tenants more opportunities to
improve soil health and realize the resulting longer-term
1. Do you build organic matter in the soil? production and profitability gains through sustainable
Organic matter (carbon) may be the most important conservation practices.
indicator of a farmdés productivity. The amount of soil
organic matter often determines the price farmers will Al mproving soil h e atérm, hstabteadivi- pr o v
pay to rent or buy land. Finding a farmer who is inter- dends for you, your family and \
ested in building organic matter by using practices like says. fAlmproving soil health al s
no-till and cover crops is like finding a bank with a bet- flooding, make food production more resilient to weather
ter rate on a Certificate of Deposit, Fisher says. extremes, and improve the health of water and wildlife, as
well , 0o he adds.
2. Do you test the soil at least once every 4 years?
Fisher says maintaining fertility and pH levels are im- Fisher encourages landowners to learn more about the basics
portant to your farmds pr oduc tanhdvbereflis.of shil@ehlthimanagedentisysterhsenrsd tioi begin
can give an indication of trends in soll fertility, pH and the soil health discussion with their farming partner right
organic matter levels in each field. These tests will de- away . AEven if youdre not a far
termine the amount of fertilizer each field needs. If a has a great stake in improving
field has a history of manure application and very high says.
fertility, a farmer could save money by planting cover
crops to keep those nutrients in place rather than ap- To learn more about the basics and benefits of soil health,
plying more nutrients that may not be needed. visit www.nrcs.usda.gov .

3. Doyouuse no -till practices?
Some landowners like the look of a clean-tilled field in >
the springtime. That f#Anice | DONTFARM
AThe reality is a field that
erosion and loss of organic matter, since it no longer
has the protective cover from the crop residue on the
sur face, 0o Fi-tdl tarening usliaeg the crof N o
residue to blanket the soil surface to protect it from the
forces of intense rainfall and summer heat. This protec-
tive blanket will conserve moisture for the crop and
prevent loss of soil from wind erosion, water erosion
and CO2 (carbon) that could be burned off by summer
heat . o

4. Do you use cover crops?
i L i k-#ll, caver crops provide a green, protective

blanket through the winter months or fallow times. The W
working together, always learning
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VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: OFFICE STAFF:
Scott Wlnlger(;halyrr]an, Malnter)ance, Camp. R.eveall Boqrd SoiL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD)
Stephen Helfrichvicé Chair, Retired USI Facilities Dirq  Meetings Mark AbelWater Quality Specialist
Wayne Fehdlreasurer, Farmer/Business Owner are held . . Y Spec
Ron AdlerMember, Farmer/Peach Orchard on the Erin Shoupfdministrative Assistant
Linda FreemarMember, Assistant. County Surveyor fourth NATURAL RESOURCE, CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS)
ASSOCIATES: Tuesday Mark Cambromistrict Conservationist
Paul BousemarBotanical Curator of each INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (ISDA)
Maurice Berende&etired AT&T MechanianFar month Linda PowelResource Specialist
John HahnQwner, Jack Hahn & Associates Unless
an :e'f'f';’]h'ebomrr']“s‘ Contral High Sehool otherwise |  OFFICE LOCATION
e i e el (it Halle] ) e ele) advertised.| VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD
Jeff MuellerCounty Surveyor . 921 North Park Dr.
Les Nunn,).D./Professor USI 'I_'he p!“'bl'c Evansville, IN 4773629
Lauren PreskeEnvironmental Educator is invited http://www.vandswcd.org
Mike RuderEVPL Director of Facilities to attend TELEPHONE: (812)-4226
Dennis Verkam®resident of Biagi, Chance, Cummins, Lond All FAX (855) 42586
Titzer Consulting meetings
Heath Hamiltor).S. Fish & Wildlife Biologist
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