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Local Farmer Receives Clean Water Indiana
Statewide Award for Update
Conservat|0n PraC“CeS The Vanderburgh Count yanySQlgenD di d
Evansville, IN August 29, 2017 i Out of 58,000 farms in the Water Indiana Grants for 2017 along with Pike, Posey, Gib-
state of Indiana, one farm in Vanderburgh County received son and Warrick Counties. Usually the Southern Counties
the statewide award of River-Friendly Farmer at the Indiana receive a cover crop grant to help cost-share on cover-

State Fair on Farmersd Day Augus teropk.6The Vanderburgh County SWCD will not offer a sep-
arate cover crop program either this year. The SWCD

Darrel Adler was among 49 farmers who received the River- hopes that farmers will continue to see the benefits of using

Friendly Farmer award from the Indiana Association of Soil cover crops and implement them on their own.

and Water Conservation Districts (IASWCD) for the work he

does on his land to protect | ndi ann2018 the ViaAderbuigh CourityeSWCI feckieesl a pollina-
tor grant along with Pike, Posey, Gibson and Warrick coun-

The Vanderburgh Soil and Water Conservation District nomi- ties and hoped to have a continuation of the grant but that
nated Darrel Adler for the award based upon his farm man- also was not granted. The pollinator grant is completed
agement practices that protect IhdrednVamiekugh County @nd &l of thd othér ectinties a&n d
streams. well. The Vanderburgh County SWCD still has some pollina-

tor seed packets left for our smaller urban areas. If you are
interested in planting a pollinator habitat please stop by the
office to pick up a seed packet. There are limited packets
available and are offered on a first come fist served basis.
Please call the office to see if seed packets are still available
and that the office is open before you make a trip out. The
office number is 812-423-4426 x 3. This year the Vander-
burgh County SWCD will be applying for an invasive species
technician and partnering with the surrounding counties for
other grants that will cover Vanderburgh County.

Indiana Lieutenant
Governor, Suzanne
Crouch, and Presi-
dent of Indiana
Farm Bureau,
Randy Kron, along
with State Conser-
vationist, Jane
Hardisty, and _
IASWCD President,ji8

FRIENDLY
FARMER OF

Jamie Scott, and

Meghan  Grebner MI SSI ON STATEMBNT
from  Brownfield

Ag News presented the awards to the winning farmers. OUR MI SSION IS TO PROVI

. . QUALI TY CONSERVATI ON BERV
The River-Friendly Farmer Award has been presented by the
IASWCD and sponsored by the 92 local Soil and Water Con- RESULTI NG I N A HARMONI QUS
servation Districts, and Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc. since 2000.
This yearés group of award winnejfs br?ﬁ&éNEtEhNe N%TE\JIRArJrun%Ee$OE BCEE
River-Friendly Farmers in Indiana since the awards beginning SOCI AL CHANGE

to 912.
AND ECONOMI C HEALTH WI THI

For a complete |ist of this yearpPps wi nn&ANDBHRBUYRGHt CQUNTY¥T

bio and photo (if provided), go to: http://iaswcd.org/river -
friendly-farmer-award/. BY FOSTERI NG | RABYANTE R/'EH
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Grazing Bites

Victor Shelton, NRCS Indiana State Agronomist/Grazing
Specialist

Rita Becker, NRCS District Conservationist, Vanderburgh
County, Indiana

| sometimes get a little hard on tall fescue, but Kentucky 31

endophyte infected tall fescue has issues. Much of the tall
fescue in Indiana is infected with an endophyte i a fungus
that produces a toxic substance known as ergovaline. The
endophytic fungus and ergovaline are responsible for reduced
palatability of tall fescue especially when it is under stress.
Fescue toxicosis is responsible for elevated body tempera-
tures, restricted blood flow to extremities, and poor animal

performance.

Some think that ergovaline doesn't pose a problem in stock-
piled fescue because the ergovaline appears to concentrate in
seed heads and stockpiled fescue is generally vegetative;
however, since livestock eat stockpiled fescue better after a
couple of hard frosts it suggests that there is still ergovaline
present until after freezing conditions.

Ergovaline content drops fairly fast after mid -December, but

in long, warm falls as long as endophyte infected tall fescue

is growing, itds probably still
means the best time frame to utilize endophyte infected tall
fescue is probably mid to late winter in the form of stockpiled
forages.

If you are considering switching from a dominantly endo-
phyte infected tall fescue field to an endophyte friendly tall
fescue, you need to make sure to kill out as much of the old
fescue as possible. This will take time and good herbicides.
Start by spraying the infected tall fescue when it is actively

ing. Once killed there is still a seed bank waiting in the shad-
ows so you will need buy some time to allow for any possible
growth from the seed bank. When the next planting season
arrives, check for any remaining old fescue plants or new
plants and apply appropriate herbicides if needed to clean up
those remaining plants.

In the meantime you may consider planting the field to a
summer annual (or winter annual if done in late summer) and
utilize it for grazing or hay There is still a little time to plant
fall annuals for grazing this fall, winter and/or possibly next

spring.

16l 1 end today with the ranchers

tragically impacted by Hurricane Harvey. The coastal bend
region and southeast Texas was historically the region that
was the birth of the cattle industry in the south and was tied

to those famous cattle drives
good reminder to take a moment to be thankful for what we

have i check the cows, pet the dog, kiss the spouse, hug the

kids, and keep those in Texas in your thoughts. Keep on graz-

ing!

More pasture information and past issues of Grazing Bites are
available at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/

in/technical/landuse/pasture/
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A new generation of
Hoosier farmers

New generations of farmers, food-

ies, and families have new ways of
growing their business, creating (I
jobs, and eating healthy.

Join the Indiana Grown mem-
bership!

DIANR

Indiana Grown members and partners include farmers, pro-
ducers, processors and artisans, as well as retailers, grocers

and restaurants. Member applications are available.

Applicants must provide business information and answer

Peopl e H

LINE €

guestions to ensure thei prodt

guidelines. There is no cost to become a member. Please

contact us with membership questions.

quag%GJoéN (Fla gogeg— ergoyva,line.. Thi s
ooslers and sumers "Will bé ‘afle’ t identify fhdiana

Grown products using four categories.

1. 100% Indiana T Products within this category must be
grown in Indiana and/or all ingredients must come from Indi-

ana.

2. Prepared in Indiana i Product ingredients can be sourced
from anywhere, but 100 percent of the production must be

done in Indiana.

3. Partner i To be an Indiana Grown partner, a company or

institution must assist in marketing Indiana grown products
growi ng, but note that iitdés har dagndnfembegre.t al | of it i n

Grown members.

Apply for Membership

Sign up online today and join Indiana Grown.
Indiana Grown

1 North Capitol Ave. #600 Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-8770

(317) 232-1362 (fax)

indianagrown@isda.in.gov

DON’T FARM

_and

wma.- ing together. always lemurnlng

spray -
4. Indiana Grown i This category applies to all other Indiana
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/in/technical/landuse/pasture/
http://www.indianagrown.org/contact/

S

[JCOMING TOGETHER NEWSLET1TER /J

N

/

Federal Funds Put to Work
Locally Through the Big
Creek Watershed Cost -

Share Program

By: Dennis Begeman

Just too briefly introduce the idea of a watershed, it
is an area of land where precipitation that falls on it drains to
a common outlet. In the case of the Big Creek Watershed,
this means that there are about 164,000 collective acres of
Gibson, Posey, and Vanderburgh Counties (IN) that contrib-
ute surface water to the Big Creek. The common outlet for
this land area is where the Big Creek meets the Wabash Riv-
er, about 8 miles northwest of Mt. Vernon, Indiana. About
65% of the watershedds | and
Vanderburgh County, and the remaining 9% is in Gibson
County. ltds here, wi t hin
al grant funds are being put to work through the Big Creek
Watershed CostShare Program.

The Big Creek CostShare Program is funded by a
Section 319 grant that originates from the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). The Section 319 program
came about by an amendment to the federal Clean Water Act
in 1987 that recognized the need to reduce non-point source
pollution. Some examples of non-point source pollutants in-
clude: Road debris, oil drippings from automobiles, sediment
from fields, or E-coli from failing septic systems that get
washed from surfaces by rain or melting snow. These pollu-
tants can then make their way into local streams and rivers
where they can negatively impact wildlife habitat and human
health. The Indiana Department of Environmental Manage-
ment (IDEM) manages section 319 funds for the State and
determines which Indiana Municipalities, Counties, or Organi-
zations receive funding through an application and review
process. Areas of that state that have been found to have
significant pollution reduct
decision making process. Due to local water quality impair-
ment, funding for the Big Creek Watershed was secured in
2016 by the Posey County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict.

Some Watershed programs focus more on urban
areas but the Big Creek CostShare Program is only to be
used to help pay for agricultural practices that help improve
water quality. Since March of 2016, the cost-share program
has used about $73,000 to help pay for the adoption of con-
servation practices in the watershed. This has included prac-
tices such as fall cover crops, heavy use area pads for live-
stock operations, and one Two-Stage ditch project. The pro-
gram is expected to keep making cost-share payments until
December of 2018 or until the money runs out. The Posey
County SWCD is currently working on applying for additional
Section 319 funds to supplement the original $175,000 allo-
cated to the cost-share program.

There are 54 different practices that qualify for the
cost-share program. In addition, the land that the practice is
to be used on must be in a critical area of the watershed to
qualify. Many of the particulars of the program are discussed
at the public quarterly steering committee meetings. The
Next meeting is scheduled for the evening of April 24™ but a
meeting location and time have not yet been confirmed.
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Anyone with an interest in attending a steering com-
mittee meeting or in participating in the cost -share program
is encouraged to contact Dennis L. Begeman.

Dennis L. Begeman, Big Creek Watershed Coordinator

Posey County Soil & Water Conservation District, 1805 Main
Street, Mt. Vernon, IN, 47620

Phone. 812-838-4191

Email: dennis.begeman@in.nacdnet.net

T-Shirts for Sale

The Vanderburgh County SWCD has a limited amount of T

shirts for sale in a California Blue with white lettering featur-
ing our AfDond t Far m Na kshid
is $10, no matter the size. We have a long sleeved t-shirt

the o

that sells.for $1 %i arc§a$ rey in color. Please call
L icelrs\tr[|812§3461621 4%1 6 X fog'lmﬁrlgi fdrma%ﬁ% fn
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SWcCD

New Pollinator logo
Shirts for Sale

The Vanderburgh County SWCD has a limited amount of T
shirts for sale in Gold witHh
your buzz on, plant pollinat

shirt is $10, no matter the size. We will be ordering some
long sleeved shirts this winter and these will sell for $15.
Please call the office at 812-423-4426 x 3 for more infor-
mation.
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Agriculture

Soil Management accounts
for 70% of all of the
Greenhouse Gasses
generated by Agricultural
Sources.

Livestock generate the next
two: 20% through digestion
and 9% through manure.
Rice cultivation 1% and

Facis About
Air Quality

Did you know that...

« 9 out of the 10 most fi-
nancially productive agri- humiing xegetation 0.2%
cultural counties in the \Q}NRCS
U.S do not meet federal air quality standards (generally because of urban
and industrial sources)

« Approximately 70% of U.S ammonia emissions are attributed to agriculture

o Lessthan 9% of U.S. greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions come from agricul-
ture. Accounting for carbon sequestration on all lands, the net global green-
house gas budget from agriculture and natural resources is nearly zero.

o Air emission from agriculture can contribute to:
. Health effects in humans and animals
Decreased visibility

. Negative perceptions of agriculture

. Alteration of ecosystems

Reduce GHG Emissions

How Do We
Balance
Greenhouse Gas
Emissions from
Agricultural Sources?

Soil Management!

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Sycamore Land Trust, which owns and manages Eagle
Slough Natural Area in Evansville among other nature pre-
serves across southern Indiana, has just hired its first Land
Stewardship Manager.

Chris Fox joined the staff in August to focus solely on the
nonprofitds efforts to
protects. Sycamore currently protects more than 9,000 acres
of habitat from
Evansville up to
Bloomington. This
growing protection
area requires more
staff time to effec-

tively manage
projects such as
invasive  species
removal, tree
planting, trail
building, species

Photoi Chris Fox by Carol Kugler,

monitoring, and more. for The Herald-Times

The Land Stewardship

Manager position is funded by a four-year grant from Darlene
Gerster, a private donor who will be receiving the Friend of
Sycamore award at
Annual Celebration this October in Bloomington.

Environmental Education
connects kids to nature

Kids who interact with nature during the day have better

|l earning outcomes. I'tds a
proven fact, but i tés al so
common knowledge

among those of us who
love nature, hiking,
hunting, and simply be-
ing outdoors.

In 2016, Sycamore Land

Trust o6s Environment al
Education program

reached more than
4,000 participants in
classrooms, on school
grounds, and at public
hiking events. This year
is on track to exceed
that record set last
year. photo from the Glenwood Leader-

hip Acad
Shane Gibson, Syca—S b Academy

mor eds Environment al

Education Director, brings programs to classrooms all over
southern Indiana, including Evansville Montessori School and
the Glenwood Leadership Academy here in Vanderburgh
County. Students enjoy hands-on learning both in the class-
room and outdoors, with ongoing projects like native plant

gardens funded by Vectren.

protect,

Sy c' AmpiversaryL a n d

the year +Baehl Family
Farms

Every year, the Indiana Farm Bureau and Indiana Prairie

parmersia gogperationa Wity the ladiapagAssociation @f oik n d

and Water Conservation Districts give a local farmer the Con-
servation Farmer of the Year award. These select farmers
are those who actively incorporate and practice conservation
on the land.

This year the Vanderburgh County SWCD board of supervi-
sors selected the Baehl Family Farms to be our recipient of
this prestigious award. Long term conservation practices car-
ried out year in and year out with a desire to leave the
ground in better shape than they found it is a core tenant in
the Supervisors decision making process.

That dedication to the philosophy of land improvement and
soil health in general is e
They have incorporated several elements of conservation
over the decades to achieve these goals.

The practices of water and sediment control basins
(Wascobs), grassed waterways, conservation crop rotation,
conservation tillage, cover crops, tile, nutrient and pest man-
agement and filter strips are the norm with the Baehl family.
W{Ihr_%rosuqdﬁthsat hQSYS!ope, and e_ven_flat ground1 these
practices Keep the soll intact resulting in less erosion and
better soil health. Better soil health leads directly to im-
proved yields and less need for expensive inputs like nitro-
gen. With the ground being intact, less erosion taking place
and improved filtration of rain water, the runoff is improved
and our streams and creeks and rivers are benefited.

The award will be presented at the annual meeting held at
the 4-H fairgrounds February 20", 2018. As usual a nice
dinner will be served, a guest speaker will talk and the
awards will be given out. Look for our article on the annual
meeting in the next edition of the newsletter coming in the
winter.
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