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Vanderburgh County Soil & Water
Conservation District
2014 Annual Meeting

Date: February 25th, 2014
Time: 6 p.m.
Place: Vanderburgh County Fairgrounds,
Banquet Hall
Price: $9 per ticket before February 16th, $10 after this date
Speaker: Marty Finney, Daylight Farm Supply

ltds that ti me of year , we
Annual Meeting to be held at the Vanderburgh County Fair-
grounds. This yearo6s Annual

books. We are honored to have Marty Finney as our speaker
this year. Here is some information on Marty Finney, for
those of you that arendt fam
Marty Flnney is the founder of Daylight Farm Supply, Inc. He
i graduated from Purdue

University in 1973. He
_ worked for an agricultural
" chemical wholesaler until
1980 when he started Day-
light Farm Supply. He has
been a Certified Crop Advi-
sor (CCA) since the pro-
gram began. In recent
years, he has been involved
in doing agricultural consulting in Africa and South America,
making over 20 trips overseas in the last 14 years. In Bolivia,
he is part of an organization that has a training center for
subsistent farmers to learn how to better feed their families.
It is from this work that he has learned the benefit in various
cover crops and how a truly sustainable system works. He
will be sharing information about how cropping systems in
our area could be improved by using cover crops to enrich
our soils and increase the sustainability of the organic mat-
ter. There will also be slides and discussion on the work be-
ing done in Bolivia growing crops without the use of any out-
side fertilizer sources.

The Vanderburgh County Soil & Water Conservation District
would like to thank the following sponsors; Darmstadt Inn,
Tractor Supply Company, Gerst Haus, Hornville Tavern, Tu-
roni 6s Western Ribeye, Get
scape, Carsonobds -Bftaffnery and
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The Vanderburgh County Soil & Water Conservation District

will also be sellinganew T-Shi rt with the phr asc
Naked, Pl ant C o v eShirtsQwill bepos sake for Th e s
$7 per shirt, prices will be higher for XXI and XXXI shirts.

These shirts have became very popular in the Southern part

of Indiana and we would like to offer this shirt promoting
Vanderburgh County Cover Crops. We are also very proud to

have Ann Farney once again cater the meal at the Annual

Meeting. Ann will be providing Fried Boneless Skinless Chick-

en Breast, Ham, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Green Beans,

salad and desserts.

Please stop by the office, located at 921 North Park Dr., Ev-

ar e ghdviflelUIN 47710, todplirdh&st yolr Bckets before Fbfudly
16th, 2014 to receive the discounted ticketed prices.
Meeting is to be one for t he
2014 CWI Grants
iliar with hi mApproved

The Vanderburgh County has been awarded 2 CWI Grants
for 2014. Vanderburgh County will partner with Posey Coun-
ty for a 2 Stage Ditch Grant in the amount of $39,250.00

that will be a demonstration ditch for landowners to see.

The 2 Stage Ditch will be in Posey County in a visible and
accessible site. The SWCD will partner with TNC, NRCS and
ISDA to help make this project a success. The Vanderburgh
County will also receive a second grant to help cost-share on
cover crops in the county. This grant is shared with Gibson,
Pike, Posey and Warrick Counties totaling $51,000.00 to be
shared among the 5 counties. Vanderburgh County was able
to receive 2 grants of only 10 that were awarded throughout
the state of Indiana.

DON'T FARM
NAKED

VANDERBURGH COUNTY
& ¢ SolL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Spud 812-423-4426, EXT 3
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I ndi ana Natural Resour ce Thojdursed tdimmotirg soinheafhehds itsichallenges. Every
6013 Lakesi de B @mwmlsdliffeent ahd has its own set of unique resource is-
I ndi anapolis, $NesA6Fb8tunately, our nationos
317. 295 . 5 8dgaus and tenacious. NRCS is committed to assist these sall
- health pioneersd and to help make their farms more produc-
USD United States tive, resilient and profitable along the way.
—_— Department , , , o
) As we face mounting production, climate and sustainability
_Of Ag"cu"ure challenges, | believe there is no better time to make a long -

term commitment to improve the health of our /ving and
life -giving soil.

A Different Ki nd Of nHeal t hcareo

. . The promise of our future depends on it.
Taking Root On Indiana Farms

Jane Hardi sty [ s the State Conse
By Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist Resources Conservation Service in Indiana. For more infor-
Thursday, Ocotber 31, 2013 mation on soil health visit www.in.nrcs.usda.gov

Therebds a po-thamgihg neovemegnt cgnang &#om
Americabds heartl and. It has br oa$WODbtatffarébrcegéntssgjafhwersg t he
vitality of our farms, the health of our planet and our ability .

to feed more than 9 billion people who will be coming to Indiana at IDEA Fall Conference

dinner by the year 2050. The Indiana District Employeeods
Fall Conference in Michigan City, Indiana the last week of
September. SWCDb6s from Gi bson, F
Knox, Dubois and Warrick County traveled almost six hours

to Jpa\llrtgkg in trheesgsgi%nfc, a}ncg/ t?urs rj%h%t rt]hf)s/ (t:onler%ncée

This movement continues to grow thanks to a different kind
of fi h e ad the hheatthr and care of our precious soil.
Previously, most of us have looked at soil in terms of its
Afguality. o But as one farmer obs
have quality, butonly /vingt hi ngs can have heal

| EI ) can
I-tio ed At the Stardust Event Center and within walking dis-

So while it might seem tance to Lake Michigan beach, the Conference presented

like a trivial word -choice sessions on marketing, dazzling displays, bees and their de-

important only to those cline in population and invasive species. Sessions also includ-

that work in the market- ed topics on the rich history that can be found in Michigan

ing department, the fo- City like the shipwrecks that can be found just off the shore

cus on fisoil heafPthlakerMichigan and how the cit

es fisoil gqual it ytorybigdg Alljofghose in attendance walked away with a

a fundamental shift in good bit of information to take

the way we think about with new ideas.

and are caring for our The conference wrapped up with the IDEA Business Meeting

nationdés soil. where Pike Countydés SWCD Distrioc
Burkemper-Fischer, was introduced as the newly elected

Talk to any farmer work- South Southwest Regional Director for the IDEA. While Erica

ing to improve the will still perform her administrative duties for the SWCD, she

health of the soil and he will also coordinate trainings and events that will assist the

or she will likely tell you sout hwest SWCDO6s with their job

t hat trhed fimdime nt keepthem up to date on other trainings and events through-

came when they realized that soi A : I o@t thestateact i ve gr ow-

ing medium. In fact, the soil is alive and teaming with tril-
lions of microorganisms and fungi that are the foundation of
an elegant, symbiotic ecosystem.

B 2 Caption: SWCD6s too
a manmade dam that was creat-
+ ed in part by the DNR, Army
d Corp and LaPorte County SWCD
to track and control the invasive
species known as sea lamprey
which travels up streams from
Lake Michigan. The lamprey
competes with the steelnose
salmon for food and habitat.

This new reality has quietly brought about an agricultural
revolution as more and more farmers in Indiana and
throughout the nation are harvesting a wide range of bene-
fitsd on and off the farm & by improving soil health. From
every angled business, production, sustainability, and envi-
ronmentald managing for soil health makes sense!

USDAOGs Natur al Resources Conser.\y Ehe dam was ggatedijyst Jow
cently launched a new education campaign titled "Unlock the R & enough that the salmon can get
Secrets in the Soil" to help more farmers discover the basics over during spawning season.
and benefits of soil healthd and to encourage the adoption of Here, Pike County SWCD Administrator, Erica Burkemper
soil health-improving practices like cover cropping, no-till and Fischer, was able to capture one of the salmon making a
diverse crop rotations. break for it over the dam. Those participating on the tour

also got to learn of the shoreline and wetland practices that
La Porte has in place along their streams.
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Marybs watersheds in the Nort
Natural Resources Conservation Service of Steuben, Nobl e, DeKal b, Al

6013 Lakeside Boulevard ties.

Indianapolis, IN 46278

317-290-3200 The National Watmark e@u & luintdys lan
www.in.nrcs.usda.gov tdbarmers and forest | andowner
conservation ractices that a
USD United States i ssues. Fundiﬁg will be avail
Department Silver Creek (Kosciusko and V
_ong"cu|ture Creek_(Hendricks and Marion C

(Dubois County).

News Release . oA
Underthe /| 22 LISKRBb e dér vati on Partn

t i, theNRCS enters into partnership agreements

Sign Up Begins for Environmental with eligible entities that want to enhance conserva-
i i i tion outcomes on agricultural and nonindustrial pri- ~
Quality Conservation Projects vate forestlands. LY RA Ll Yy I  Kdraojz¥Y s ddd

I ndi anapol

[ | INT, 0 d\eoyv eShtbaetre 5C ov@spelr3p art ner ship in Sullivan,
vationist J i
a

S
ane Hardisty annouheedsétheonignriugapiesnhoidmpoov é
USDA Natur al Resources Conservation Service Environ-
mental Quality Incentive ProgrFam m&EQEP)nf EQMEtP6OVOAEENY O
farmers with financial and teectnigel pesi stangke NRCENHL ai
servation practices on their {Redotpi addnesgrs popecidisitenc
concerns. contact/directory/dclist. html
gram is also available on the
Hardi sty explains that I ndianatip: AcweWlingneaepl iusadsi gas/ f
the general EQIP which includes practices such as fencing,
ani mal watering systems, pastg@ﬁet@d:la@tlng, wildlife habite
erosion control structures mela v Bit $UEC4t2HBrAa2SBo n € € €
and pest management , pl us i{ mh @dj]mlp{@ﬁ@iiﬁG@s@gl,C@oa)s nc
till and cover crops. i We ecat i L appsi svAhoONSt AOE
sever al speci al |l andscape i 31RA] @eh.a6paai Hoc
tat or water quality reso eRe€l i ssyas@i Bubl i
317. tcher @ n. uso
I ncluded in this yeards si up Lakes Restor
tion Initiative, Nati onal 'tive, Cooper
tive Conservation Partner WOLPeFRM M8k e
Erie Basin Ilnitiative. .y Bob Culberts
with waterir
AiTargeting designated are g@cbkbEyff"ec
natural resource concerns %ng,i R aRPEE
competitive option. Far me f82l A%t he
ignated areas wil/l not ha e statewide
EQI P applications, just t h specific i
ative, 0 said Hardisty.
Far mers halruamyidlsubl4
tion.
The Great Lakes Restoration w n
and habi t arvasive spsciesacantelt ahdo n E(bqp %ay%'q(
. : conservati ol
nonpoint source pollution that threaten the water ers like thi
quality of the lakes. The targeted watersheds include:
St. Joseph, Upper Maumee, Aug fé)éjt\naetré]r-ln(
sheds in the Northeast part B Il?l(gNewateéll or
of Steuben, Nobl e, DeKal b, Al Uped. trag o | n -
ties. sediment, and
enhance infil-

tration and also

The Western Lake Erie Basin_ prgv(ae\,\,;|dm=eu0|nc
nutrient | oading to Lake Eri thfifa;s heds i n
di ana include St Joseph, Upps ze and St.


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/in/contact/directory/dclist.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/in/contact/directory/dclist.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/in/programs/eqip.html
mailto:jerry.roach@in.usda.gov
mailto:rebecca.fletcher@in.usda.gov
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Warrick County Farmers Using
Soil Health Practices

Linda Powell, Resource Specialist
ISDA

The Hendrickson family in Warrick County has been farming
in their county for five generations and it looks like they plan

to continue for several more. Doug is the current main own-

er/operator for the farm and he is using good soil health

practices to accomplish their goals. He has been working
with soil health practices especially cover crops on their re-
claimed ground and he is very pleased with the results.

They had been having a lot of soil erosion on the reclaimed
mine fields. They use conservation tillage practices on this
land out of necessity but adding cover crops was very suc-
cessful in reducing erosion. They planted a mix of cereal rye,
radish and snow peas in the fall by mixing it with fertilizer

and spreading with a turbo till. They did not get it sprayed

for early kill and so planted through a thick mix of tall rye

and the snow peas. It was sprayed after planting. The corn

came up through the fallen rye. Weeds were reduced and it
also helped to keep the geese out of the field. Farm manag-
er Keith said they used to have to constantly disk in gullies
(even with no-till), but the cover has helped to reduce the

gullies tremendously and they also speculate that it is helping
to increase soil biological activity and reduce compaction.
They were very satisfied with the results from the cover crop

practices this year.

The Hendricksonds have al so

Network OFN the last two years for their reclaimed mine
land. They are taking advantage of the nitrate analysis and
yield mapping assessment that they receive by participating
in OFN. Doug says he is most interested in using a manage-
ment zone approach for their cropping systems, and the OFN
is a useful tool to help guide this work.

Depending on the crop schedules it may be difficult to get
cover crop on as many acres this year because of late plant-
ing. They are very interested in doing cover crop on preven-

tive planting acres and to use them wherever they can to

reap the benefits and continue the good management initia-

tives they are following with soil health practices.

MISSION STATEMENT
OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE

QUALITY CONSERVATION SERVICES
RESULTING IN A HARMONIOUS BALANCE
BETWEEN NATURAL RESOURCES,

SOCIAL CHANGE
AND ECONOMIC HEALTH WITHIN
VANDERBURGH COUNTY
BY FOSTERING INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS

Come Join us for
The Big read!

By Mark Abell

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for
the Arts designed to revitalize the role of literary reading in
American popular culture. A 2004 NEA report identified a
critical decline in reading for pleasure among American
adults. The Big Read addresses this issue by bringing com-
munities together to read, discuss, and celebrate books and
writers from American and world literature.

John Steinbeckbds The Grapes
the focus of this yeards
Learning program, in collaboration with the Department of
English. Several local farmers will participate in this effort by
attending book discussion groups with young school stu-
dents, in an effort to impart their firsthand knowledge of the
difficult times surrounding the dust bowl era. This intergen-
erational exchange will enhance the reading experiences of
all participants, including the elderly who may face visual or
physical disabilities and students who, research shows, have
limited exposure to literary arts.

The program will offer the opportunity for disparate genera-
tions to exchange stories through both their discussion of the
novel and the oral histories it elicits as each age group
shares its specific understanding of the timeless themes.
The recorded conversations will be available to the public

s i 9 Mgdligh YR u$l Ufchivés SaRAWNINCBubli& BrbaBtasting.

Supporting exhibits of Depression era photographs will open
at the Bower Suhrheinrich Foundation Gallery and travel to
other venues.

The program will kick off February 2" and run through March
2" A keynote speech on February 5" at USI followed by a
panel discussion will be given by Dr. Robert Reid. This illus-
trated lecture will discuss the relationship between The
Grapes of Wrath and documentary photography. The closing
panel/reception will be held at the Evansville Vanderburgh
Public Library downtown featuring a speaker, artists and mu-
sicians (period folk music), and commentators from the pro-

ject. Photos and other artifacts will be on exhibit at various

locations around town for the entire month as well.

of

project



